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San Diego-Tijuana

Cross-Border Health & Human Services Dialogue 

About the Presenters
Richard Kiy
President

International Community Foundation

Richard Kiy has over twelve years of international experience in the private, public and non-profit sectors. Prior to joining ICF, Kiy served as Senior Vice President for Business Development at PriceSmart, Inc., a leading emerging markets retailer with operations throughout Central America, the Caribbean and the Philippines. Before joining PriceSmart, Kiy served as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Environmental Health & Safety at the U.S. Department of Energy and over the years has held several other senior level positions in the U.S. Government including Acting Environmental Attaché at the U.S. Embassy-Mexico. Kiy's other international experience includes business development related work in the areas of the environment and applied information technology solutions for Science Applications International Corporation in Mexico and Venezuela.  A graduate of Stanford University and Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government, Kiy is also the co-author of the book Environmental Management Along North America's Borders.

Dr. Irma Gigli, 
Professor of Medicine and Dermatology

Vice Chair for Research 
Department of Internal Medicine

University of Texas-Houston (UT-Houston)
A native of Argentina, Dr. Gigli the Walter & Mary Mischer Professor in Molecular Medicine & Deputy Director of the Institute of Molecular Medicine for the Prevention of Human Diseases.  In addition, she directs the Research Center for Immunology & Autoimmune Diseases at the Institute of Molecular Medicine, UT-Houston.  Furthermore, she is currently the treasurer of the International Community Foundation Board, as well as a member of the board of the Pew Charitable Trusts.  She has served on a number of national and international committees dealing with education and health in the United States and third world countries.
Rosemarie Marshall Johnson, MD. 

Chair, US Executive Committee

US-Mexico Border Health Commission
Dr. Rosemarie Marshall Johnson is a practicing anesthesiologist with Anesthesia Service Medical Group, Inc. on the staff of The Green Hospital and the Scripps Clinic in La Jolla, California, and is a visiting associate clinical professor in the University of California, San Diego, School of Medicine's Department of Anesthesiology. Among other awards, the San Diego County Medical Society honored Dr. Johnson as its Physician Member of the Year. She has served as president of the San Diego County Medical Society and has been an active member of the California Medical Association, especially in the areas of community and public health. Dr. Johnson received her doctor of medicine degree from Georgetown University School of Medicine.

Raymond Neutra
Chief

Health Investigations Branch

California Department of Health Services
Dr. Neutra is a physician and epidemiologist. He is currently chief of the the Environmental Health Investigations Branch (EHIB) at the California Department of Health Services. His interests are mainly in policy, ethics and epidemiology as well as electric magnetic fields, disease clusters and reproductive epidemiology. Much of this work was done over more than 20 years with EHIB.
Maura D. Mack, PhD, MPH

Chief

California Office of Binational Border Health (COBBH)

California Department of Health Services (CDHS)

Prior to joining COBBH in June 2004, she was Chief of the Community Participation and Education Section in the CDHS Environmental Health Investigations Branch.  Maura has also served as Chief of the Bureau of Environmental Health and Safety in the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare. Previous to Idaho, Maura worked with the Arizona Department of Health Services as coordinator of an environmental health education project that she implemented in the Arizona-Mexico border region.  In addition to her work with state health departments, Maura has 10 years of experience with the US Agency for International Development (USAID) developing and managing international health and nutrition projects in Latin America, Asia, and Africa.   She has an MPH degree in nutrition from the University of California at Berkeley, and an interdisciplinary PhD degree in public health nutrition, agriculture, and agricultural economics from the University of Arizona.

Blanca Lomeli, MD
Regional Director

Border Health Initiative

Project Concern International
Dr. Lomeli has over 19 years of experience in the fields of community health and medicine. She has been Director of PCI’s programs in Mexico for over 16 years, overseeing all operations and supervising staff in both Tijuana and Mexico City. Dr. Lomeli has implemented joint programs with the Mexican Ministry of Health, Departments of Maternal and Child Health, Family Planning and AIDS, throughout Mexico, and has provided technical assistance to the Ministry in design, supervision and evaluation of programs. Dr. Lomeli is also highly respected for her work with NGOs along the border, in both Mexico and the U.S. She is a member of several Advisory Groups and Committees along the U.S.-Mexico border, including: the Advisory Committee of the California Office of Binational Border Health; the Advisory Committee of the Smart Choices Program for the Women’s Foundation in San Francisco; the Steering Committee of the Binational Consortium for Research and Action in Reproductive Health; Advisor to Colegio de la Frontera Norte's Reproductive Health Program; member of the Binational HIV/STI Committee; and, member of the Baja California Women's Network. Dr. Lomeli is a member of Project Concern’s Global Leadership Team, and provides TA to other PCI field offices in the areas of Reproductive Health and Gender. She collaborates with a multi-country initiative of PCI in the areas of Capacity Building for HIV-AIDS and directs PCI’s new expanded TB project for Baja California.

Ed Martinez
CEO

San Ysidro Health Clinic
Marcela Martinez de Merino
Executive Director

Fronteras Unidas Pro Salud, A.C.

Ms. Merino has over 30 years of experience in the area of social work, dealing with several issues such as health and human services, human and migrant rights and youth justice.  For the last six years she has served as the Executive Director of Fronteras Unidas Pro Salud, A. C. a non-government health care clinic that provides health and human services and education primarily to the women and youth of Tijuana.      

Dr. Elizabeth Jones, EdD, MPH, RD.
Founding Chair

Foundation for the Children of the Californias
Dr. Jones is the founding chair of the tri-national (Mexico, Canada and the US) Foundation for the Children of the Californias.  The major objective of the three sister foundations is to construct a pediatric medical center to meet the critical needs of children residing in Northwestern Mexico and the underserved in Southern California. Throughout Jones’ 28 years of professional volunteering in Mexico, she has also taught medical professionals from more then 45 countries and mentored hundreds of students.  Dr. Jones is an adjunct lecturer at San Diego State University, Associate Clinical Professor in Pediatrics (non-salaried) at University of California, San Diego, and Visiting Professor at the Graduate School of Medicine, Universidad Autónoma de Baja California.  Among her many contributions in nutrition, Jones is recognized as one of the first professionals to make a major contribution in the renewal of breastfeeding and pioneered lifesaving re-lactation” at the institutional level.  She also implemented unique “Kangaroo Care” for tiny infants whereby, not only mothers carried their infants “skin to skin”, but doctors and nurses became surrogates in the mother’s absence, resulting in fewer complications and earlier discharges.  Betty authored and co-edited the first pediatric nutrition manual for pediatric residents in English, Spanish, and Portuguese, plus several binational editions of her book for parents, “Good Nutrition for your Baby”.

Marisa Ugarte
Executive Director

Bilateral Safety Corridor Coalition of San Diego, CA.
Ms. Ugarte, the Executive Director of the Bilateral Safety Corridor Coalition of San Diego California, has more than 20 years of experience in advocacy for exploited children and in assisting children and high-risk youth. She spent the past seven years creating organization programs for Tijuana, Mexico and in the County of San Diego. She created the Binational Crisis Line in Tijuana, as well as the Domestic Violence Crisis Center in DIF. Ms. Ugarte has convened four anti-trafficking conferences, and is an active speaker at similar conferences threw out the U.S. and Central America. Ms. Ugarte taught a masters degree-level module of Crisis Intervention at the University of Xochicalco, Mexico. An alumnus of San Francisco College for Women/USD and Dunbarton University, Washington, D.C., she holds an MA in social work.

Kaare Kios
Executive Director

San Diego-Tijuana Border Initiative
Kaare S. Kjos is the San Diego Executive Director for the San Diego-Tijuana Border Initiative and Project Director for the recently formed Drug-Free Border Coalition.  Until recently he also advised public and private sector clients on land use, environmental, and socio-economic issues in the U.S.-Mexico border region.  Earlier Kaare worked for the County of San Diego, first with the Department of Planning and Land Use, later with the Department of Transborder Affairs. He is co-founder of AQUALINK Water Systems, a nonprofit corporation providing technical assistance to villages in northern Mexico for potable water and wastewater treatment systems.  He also chaired the Environmental Committee of the Tijuana-San Diego Region for a decade. 

James Baker
Founder & CEO

Institute for Public Strategies (IPS)

Pan American Services (PAS)
James Baker, CEO and founder of the Institute for Public Strategies (IPS) and Pan American Services (PAS), has extensive experience in media advocacy and public health prevention system design, evaluation and management.  IPS has offices in San Diego, California; Bozeman, Montana; and Tijuana, Mexico.  One of IPS’s projects, the San Diego - Tijuana Border Project to Reduce Underage and Binge Drinking by Americans in Tijuana, was named a Model Program by the federal Department of Health and Human Services and is being connectively replicated in other communities along the US-Mexico border.  James previously developed and led a project to bring economic growth to remote southern Mexico villages through international marketing of village craft products.  James now lives half time in each San Diego and the state of Chiapas, Mexico on the Mexico-Guatemala border and is currently developing a public health-focused HIV prevention program focusing on Central American migrants working their way north, under contract, through Mexican brothels to the U.S. under preventable conditions where high risk of HIV exists.  His other project of major focus is implementation of the border-long US-Mexico Border Policy Council, a community-based, border long project which is making policy recommendations to governments, corporations and other entities on both sides of the border on public health issues.  
Diane Takvorian
Executive Director

Environmental Health Coalition

Diane Takvorian has been involved in the struggle for social and environmental justice for over 25 years.  She is the Executive Director and a Founder of Environmental Health Coalition (EHC), an environmental justice organization in the San Diego/Tijuana region that started in 1980. EHC works to protect public health and the environment threatened by toxic pollution through efforts that create a just society.  EHC’s community organizing and policy advocacy work with disenfranchised communities has enabled hundreds of residents to develop into community leaders and eliminated many health risks.  Diane has served on numerous boards and commissions including the Environmental Research Foundation Board of Directors; the Border Environmental Cooperation Commission, appointed by President Clinton; and the Environmental Advisory Committee for San Diego Mayor Dick Murphy.  She currently serves as the Co-Chair of the California Environmental Protection Agency’s Environmental Justice Advisory Committee.  Takvorian holds a Masters degree in Social Work, with an emphasis in public policy and community organization.  She is on the faculty at San Diego State University School of Social Work where she teaches graduate and undergraduate courses on community organization and administration.  She is married to Dr. Robert Bray, a clinical social worker whose work focuses on victims of trauma and abuse.
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