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ROSARITO BEACH — Favorite activity:
strolls on the beach . Bigge st gripe: litter.
Primary reasons forretiring in Mexico: the
lower cost of living and proximity to the
United States.

Anewly released study on U.S. retireme nt
trends in Mexico’s coastal communities
takes an update d snapsh ot of Rosarito
Beach, Rocky P oint, Puerto Vallarta,
Cancun and other areas where many
Americans go to retire. The study’s
authors say their survey marks an
important first step in meeting the needs of
a group thatis likely o grow in size as
U.S. baby boomers reach retirement age.

“We feltit was important to understand the
dynamics of what is going on,” said
Richard Kiy, president and CEO of the
Inte rnational Commu nity Fo undation,
which conducted the 88-question survey.
While research has been done in San
Miguel Allende and Ajijic, both
well-establish ed expatriate communities in
cental Mexico, coastal communities “are
some of the areas thathave been least
studied among U.S. retirees,” Kiy said.

T he International Community Foundation,
based in National City, supports nonpr ofits
and projects in Baja California and other
partsof Mexico. Close to half ofits donors
live in Mexico full time or part time, and
that was the initial impetu s for conducting
the study, Kiy said.

T he 17 -page report, released last week, is
the first in a series of five by the
foundation focusing on issues that affect
U.S retirees in Mexico. Upcoming reports
will discuss health care,real estate, the
environment and community involvement.
T he studies are based on responses from
842 U.S. participants and from focus
groups inindividual communities.

T he survey showed that many retirees are
relatively young, with more than half under
65. They are somewhat more likely to be
divorced than their contemporaries living
in the United State s, and about 30 percent
are single — widowed, divorced or never
married . Almost 70 percent have an
annual income higher than $25,000 a
year.Of those surveyed, more than four
out of five are homeow ners, and mostp aid
cash for their homes.

T he survey was conducted in five areas
where Americans ty pically retire, including
the coastal corridor between Playas de
Tiuana and Punta Banda, south of
Ensenada. On Thursday night, a group of
U.S. retirees gathered south of d owntown
Rosarito Beach for a ladies’ night happy
hour at Ruben’s Palm Grillin Cantamar
echoed many ofthe survey’s findings.

“Ithink forall of us, the money is a factor,”
said Karen Kenrick, 59,who has been
living in M exic o for a decade with her
husband, Allen, 62, a retired U.S. Border
P atrol officer. Kenrick, who grew up in
Imperial Beach and crossed frequently to
Mexico, feels comfortable: “For us, thisis
home.”

As the band played a popular Braziian samba,the Kenricks joined about wo dozen American retirees who see
each other regularly. Nursing a margarita was Pat Winters, 67 ,who moved from Or egon to La Mision six ye ars
ago with her husband, Al, aretired engineer. Like mostin the survey, they bought before the region’s 2005-2 006

JOHN G IBBINS / UNION-T RIBUNE

Jamie Reynolds, a 63-year-old retiree who lives in the El
Pescador area, watched the sun set. Reynolds, like four out
of five of the retiree -study res pondents, owns his home in
Mexico.

PHOT O BY JOHN GIBBINS

Karen and Allen Kenrick enjoyed one of their frequent so cial
gatherings with other American retirees in Baja California.
The couple has been in Mexico for a decade.

PHOT O BY JOHN GIBBINS

Retiree Jamie Reynolds, 63, saton his front porch with his
English springerspaniel, Moly, in the El Pescador area.
Reynolds said thathe feels safe in Mexico, and thathe
could not afford to live like he does if he were in the United
States.

Online: To read the survey,go to
uniontrib.com/bajaretirees.

building boom and subsequent bust, and they paid cash for their home. P at Winters grew animated as she

spoke ofher favorite activity — an art class — and de scribed her participation in a sc holarship fund to pay the

education costs of local students.
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T he survey reports thatmore than half of respondents said liter was the most “unattractive part of their coastal
lifestyle” and listed walking the beach as their favorite activity; only 14 perce nt play golf. Most live in one or
two-story homes, and most agree that building up the coastline with high-rises “restricts view corridors,” the
report said.

Close to half — 46 perce nt — of the survey’s respondents said safety issues were a concern when they
decided to retire to Mexico. Sixty-sixpercent said drug violence was “animportantpublic policy issue to retirees
in Mexico.” Yetonly 7 percent of the respondents “re ported that nar co-violence and se curity concerns have
reduced the frequency or d uration of their tri ps to Me xico.” “ Furthermore, 60 percent have notchanged their
attitude in any way about their personal safety since they have been living in Mexico,” the reportsaid.

North of Cantamar, in the community of El Pescador, Jamie Reynolds, 6 3, is an avid surfer who moved from San
Diego six years ago after retiring as an information technology specialist at Scripps Health in La Jolla. Reynolds’
brick house on a cobblestone street includes two casitas that Reynolds has been struggling to rent out, as many

tourists have been sc ared away by reports ofviolence in Mexico in the U.S. media.

Reynolds said he feels safe in Mexico, enjoys the area’s slower pace and “Mexican people are so kind.” The
setting re minds him of the Southern C alifor nia of his boyhood.

“Icouldn’t buy a house like this in San Diego or anywhere else,” said R eynolds, taking in a majestic oc ean view
fromhis outdoor terrace. He couldhave retired in the United States, “butitwould have been a little tighter,” he

said.

Sandra Dibble: (619) 293-1716; sandra.dibble@ uniontrib.com
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Good luck to those folks. Remember, they are still in Me xico and they have no rights. If the government wants
them out and seize their property, it can happen. It the mean time, enjoy your lives.Its Mexico and most of the
Mexicans are up here.

Flag L || Faply

ﬂ ivalyemmarica 43 i PR, g
T perion Boed e
I willretire to Peru..less crime, cheaper prices and more stable e conomy.

Itis also more interesting with the Amazn, Machu Picchu, Lake T iticaca, Inka ruins galor, desert, surf, glaciers.
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Ilove Mexico, but Peruis where itis at.
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Yea Peru sounds awesome...| really wanna visit.
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Heck, | can'tblame them. Probably a pretty decent life, although the litter on the beaches is a problem. M exic an
folks are some of the nicest people.
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Amnesty for American retirees NOW!!!!! Do they fly an American flag on top of an upside down M exic an flag?
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They invade us,we invade them. One big happy family.
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Eventually the line th at se parate s both countries will become so blurred that you will not be able to tell
where one country ends and the other begins. give it 100 years or so.
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About 15to 20 years ago there were lots of retireeswho had losttheir homes to the Mexcan govt. Apparently
the governme nt decided that th e foreigners could not own land in Mexico and lots of retirees were kicked out. Of
course all the construction and ameniti es they put into their houses was really appre ciated by the people who
took over the property once the government resold the land houses and all to it's citizens many of whom were
government employees or who had the right connections.What has changed since then? Iwould be very
cautious before | bought anything in Mexico. Did | miss so mething?
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Unfortunately, Zagot, there are a lot of misconc eptions and misinformation about what you're referring to.
It's ofte n easier to blame the "Mexican Gov't" than believe that the case you're referring to - Punta Banda -
is more a case of US property buyers thatdidn't do their due diligence,and "bought" propertes that were
being sold illegally. Itwas the Mexican GoV't that was actually enforcing property rights ofa group of
people whose property had been sold by (es sentially) con men to thos e "foreigners” y ou mention. Laws at
thattime strictly regulate d the sale of "ejido" prop erties - which covered (and still cover) much of the B aja
peninsula; legal changes since that time more easily allow such properties to (legally) be sold (to anyone
outside of the cooperative, including foreign buyers). Like in the US, there are still rules that must be
followed: in "protecte d zone s", foreign buyers must essentially use a bank trust to purchase property
“indirectly”, but can also (forsome uses) actually set up 100% companies in Mexico that then own the
property directly. The influence of NAFTA has created a good d eal oflegal transparency - enough so that
we estimate at least over 200,000-300,000 U S citizens live in coastal real estate in Mexico.

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/mar/15/american-retirees-fin...

3/15/2010 10:20 AM



U.S. retirees find home in coastal Mexico - SignOnSanDiego.com

5 of 6

Flag

_!_ snny IR Todap OTE2 AW ey b Tagod

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/mar/15/american-retirees-fin...

Lisa || Ry

What happened is that there was a dispute as to who was the original land owner. The Government,
which values its sovereignty, sided with the disputing party and faciiitated the eviction ofthe Mexcans and

Americans that were trespassing at thatp oint.

Whether we like it ornot thisis what really happened. T he moral of the story is, don't trust doing b usiness

in Mexico unlessyou're willing to loose your money .
That's the way this 3rd world, corrupt governmento perates.
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SunnySD - you were correct ab out th e disp ute, but shouldn't the moral be "don't trustd oing busines s
in Mexico unless you're willing to do it following the laws that are there"? The corrupt party in the
disp ute being discussed was actually an individual (or several) thattook advantage of the Ejido its elf

(and illegally sold the land which was eventually under dispute) - not the gove rnment being corrupt.
The overall moral here is actually ALWAYS do due diligence and research the facts, just like you'd

do inthe US.
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Ibelieve its more like a leas e/loan on the property from the government. | remember what you are talking
about though. I had a friend who was told he couldn't own his hous e anymore and leave. Somehow he

maintained the house, but | really don't know what chang ed.

Also if you haven't been down to Cabo De Este in awhile, its no longer a uninhabited area....most of the

beac hside property is owned by gringos!
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Its easy to buya place in Mexico, but reselling will take a life time.
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Thatalso applies to the States. The difference down here is the cost of construction. a $500K home up
there is small these days. Down here the same money will buy you 3000 sq." with all the trimmings.
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Yep, San Diego has too many damn requirements fora simple stick-home (Single story, wood frame,

stucco, <2500sqft) . That's why it costs so much to build here.

Flag

blog comments powered by DISQUS

Lits || Fephy

3/15/2010 10:20 AM



U.S. retirees find home in coastal Mexico - SignOnSanDiego.com

6 of 6

Sponsored Listing

2010 Weight Loss Report

SHOCKING: Read this before buying any weight loss prod ucts in 2010!
NewYorkChr onicle.org

Treatmentfor Sciatica

AccuraScope ™ - Minimally Invasive Procedure for Long-T erm Results!
www Nor thAmericanSpine.com

Acai Berry EXPOSED (News 7 Rep orts)
We Investigate AcaiBerry.|s Acai a Miracle Diet or Internet Scam?
News7Daily.tv

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/mar/15/american-retirees-fin...

Buy a lnk here

3/15/2010 10:20 AN



